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	                    Lesson 1  Half a Day
Teaching Aims:      
1、New words and expressions
2、The structure and main idea of the text
3、The writing device of the text
Teaching Difficulties:
1、 Some idiomatic expressions in the text.
   2、 Grammar point about present participle and past participle which is used 

as     as adverbial clause in a sentence.
3、 Reading for implied information

Teaching Approaches: 
1、Discussion

2、Group work and role playing
Teaching Time:  330mins
Teaching Procedures:                    

Step I. Warm-up exercise.

Ask the following questions to the students to introduce them to the text:

1.Was it hard for you to leave home for the first time in your life? Who went to see you off at the railway station? Who came to school with you? What did he/she say to you on the way?

2. What do you think the university looks like? What do you expect to learn here?

3. Did you find the university just as you had imagined?

Step II. Introduction to the text.

 I believe that there is a picture of the university in everyone’s mind, and now you have seen the real university, is it just like you have imagined? When you entered this college, do you remember the first day to go to school in your primary school. Who can tell me your first at primary school? Now let’s see the narrator’s first day in his primary school.

Step III. New words learning

Before reading the text, let’s look at the new words, please read after me.(give the students 5minutes to learn the new words, pay attention to the pronunciation of the words)

Step IV. Answer the questions and grasp the main idea of the text.( The students should prepare the text before the class.)
1. Did the boy like to go to school at first? From which we can know that?

2. How did the street look like when the boy went to school?

3. How did the boy feel after a few minutes in school? What did he find in his school?

4. What had happened when the boy returned home?

Step V. Detailed discussion of the text.　 

Language points:

1. I walked along side my father, clutching his right hand.

Clutching his right hand: this is a present participle used to modify the main verb “walked”, showing the manner in which the narrator walked.

   Other examples from the text:
My mother stood at the window watching our progress…(para. 2nd)

I turned towards her from time to time, hoping she would help.(para. 2nd)

2.  They did not make me happy:

I wasn’t happy as I usually was when I had new clothes to wear.

Here “they” refers to the narrator’s new clothes.

3.  My mother stood at the window watching our progress, and I turned towards her from time to time, hoping she would help.

Our progress: our slow and difficult movement towards school.( My mother was anxious to know how my father would get me to go.)

From time to time: sometimes, but not very often.

4. a street lined with gardens…
a street where there are gardens… along both sides.

Lined with… : past participle phrase used to modify “a street”. It can be regarded as a relative clause cut short, e.g.

   A novel (that was) written by Charles Dickens

5. Why school?:

Why do I have to go to school.在英语的对话中经常使用省略句。

6. What have I done?

I don’t think I’ve done anything wrong to be punished like this.(Little children often think that taking them away from Mom is the worst punishment.)

7. It’s a place that makes useful men out of boys.

To make…(out )of sb. / sth. :to make sb./sth. become…,e.g.

The army made a man of him.

8. I did not believe there was really any good to be had in tearing me away from my home and throwing me into the huge, high-walled building.

I didn’t think it was useful to take me away from home and put me into that building with high walls.

It is no good/use doing sth. or there is no good to be had in doing sth.:it is not useful to do sth.

To tear oneself/sb. away from…: to (make sb.) leave a place or a person unwillingly because one has to.

9. …we could see the courtyard, vast and full of boys and girls.

“vast and full of”修饰 “the courtyard”
full of: having a large number of sth.

10. clung to his hand: held his hand tightly

The main idea of the first part of the text (para.1-7).

In this part, we learn about the boy’s misgivings about school. He found it hard to be away from home and mom, and thought school was a punishment.
11. Then the faces of the boys and girls came into view.
Then I could see the faces of the boys and girls.

To come into view: to begin to be seen.

12. to burst into tears: to begin to cry                                                               

13.A lady came along, followed by a group of men.

Followed by a group of men: a past participle phrase that tells us how the lady came.

14. The men began sorting us into ranks.

   The men began arranging us into lines.

15….from each floor we were overlooked by a long balcony roofed in wood.

   ….on one side of the courtyard was a building with a long wood-roofed balcony on each floor where we could be seen.

16. Well, it seemed that my misgivings had had no basis.

   Well, perhaps my doubt, worry and fear about what school would be like were all groundless.

17….woke up to go on with friendship and love, playing and learning.

   Go on with:to continue an activity, especially after a pause or break.

18.Our path, however, was not totally sweet and unclouded. 

  School life was not just fun and pleasure.

19.It is not all a matter of playing and fooling around.

  What we did at school was not just playing and wasting time doing nothing useful

  all: completely

 a matter of sth./ of doing sth.:a situation that involves ath. Or depends on sth.

to fool around:to waste time instead of doing sth., that you should be doing

20. Rivalries could bring about pain and hatred, or give rise to fighting.

   To bring about sth.: to make sth. happen.

   To give rise to: to cause sth. to happen or exist.

21.Even more frequently she would resort to physical punishment.

   She used physical punishment more than she scolded us.

   To resort tosth.:to make use of sth.; to turn to sth.(especially sth. bad)as a solution.

22. In addition, the time for changing one’s mind was over and gone and there was no question of ever returning to the paradise of home.

    Besides, it was impossible for us to quit school and return to the good old days when we stayed home playing and fooling around all day.

    There is no question(of sth. happening/ sb. doing sth. ): there is no possibility.

 23. Nothing lay ahead of us but exertion, struggle, and perseverance.

    Nothing…but…: only.

 24. Those who were able took advantage of the opportunities for success and happiness that presented themselves.

    To take advantage if sth.: to make use of sth. well.

    Ti present itself/themselves:to appear, happen.

    The main idea of the second part (para.8-16)

    This part describes how the boy felt about school. He found that life at school was rich and colorful in many ways, although it also required discipline and hard work

 25.in vain: uselessly; without a successful result.

 26.How did these hills of rubbish find their way to cover its sides?

   How did the street come to be covered with so much rubbish on both sides?

  to find one’s way: to arrive or get to a place

27….here and there stood conjurers showing off their tricks, or making snakes appear from baskets.

  The conjurers who are showing off their tricks, or making snakes appear from baskets stood here and there. 

 here and there: in various places

28….but the stream of cars would not let up.:… but it looked as if the line of moving cars would never stop.

to let up: to stop or to become less serious

The main idea of the last part:

The boy went out of the school after class and found that the outside world had changed beyond measure and that he had grown into an old man.

Step VI. Themes discussion.

  Discuss the following questions and let the students answer them to practice their speaking skills.

1. What message can we get from this story?

Time and tide wait no man.

There is nothing permanent in life but change.

Education can never keep up with changes in society. 

Life is short and time is precious. 

2. do you agree that life begins from your first day at school? Why and why not.

Step VII. Exercise and Grammar

   Exercise 6 on page15:

   make: e.g. 1) to make + n./ pron.

2) to make + n./pron. + n./pron.

3) to be made + to-infinitive(phrase)

   find:  e.g. 1) to find +n./pron. +adj.

2) to find +n./pron. + past participle(phrase)

3) to find + that-clause

 Grammar: past perfect

过去完成时的构成：had +p.p

过去完成时表示在过去某一动作发生前的动作，过去之过去。

Step VIII. Lesson quiz 

   Quiz on the new words
Step Ⅸ. Homework
   Recite Paragragh 8-16.
Lesson 2 Going Home

Teaching Aims:      

1、New words and expressions
2、The structure and main idea of the text
3、The writing device of the text
Teaching Difficulties:
1、 Some idiomatic expressions in the text.
   2、 Background information about United States
Teaching Approaches: 

1、Discussion

2、Group work and role playing
Teaching Time:  330mins
Teaching Procedures:          
Step I. Warm-up exercise.
Ask the following questions to the students to introduce them to the text:

1. We all know that everybody will make some mistakes in their life, and what attitude should we adopt to treat the person who makes mistake?

2. Do you think that the other people’s attitude is very important to the people who have made mistakes? Why?

3. Do you think the ability to forgive and forget is important in human relationships?
Step II. Introduction to the text.

   Have you ever heard a film named “ The Yellow Ribbon”? It is a very famous Japanese film, which was made in 1977. All the audience around the world were moved by the scene in which the oak tree was covered by the yellow ribbons. This film was adapted from our text “Going Home”, which was written by an American author Pete Hamill in 1960’s. the original title of our story is “The Yellow Ribbon”. It tells a story happened in the U.S.A. between the 1960’s and 1970’s which was a very hard time for the American people, because the country was involved in the Vietnam War. At that time, people was very confused, the traditional values as human sympathy, understanding, trust and love seemed to be losing out. Here, the author wrote such a moving story had his own purpose. What is the purpose of the author and why the oak tree is covered by the yellow ribbons? I believe after our understanding of the text we will answer these questions.

Step III. New words learning

Before reading the text, let’s look at the new words, please read after me.(give the students 5minutes to learn the new words, pay attention to the pronunciation of the words)

Step IV. Answer the questions and grasp the main idea of the text.( The students should prepare the text before the class.)
1. What were the young people’s first impressions of Vingo? How did he look like?

2. Where had Vingo come from and where was he going.

3. Why did Vingo say “I don’t know” when the girl asked “are you married”.

4. What did people see on the oak tree?

5. What did Vingo do when he saw the yellow ribbons. Why he didn’t scream and shout like others? Wasn’t he happy?

V. Detailed discussion of the text.　 

Language points:

1. They were going to Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Here “they” refers to the young people, the boys and the girls.

2….carrying sandwiches and wine in paperbags.
   Here “carrying”现在分词做状语修饰孩子们，表示伴随，我们在第一课中已经学习了这种用法。

3.They were dreaming of golden beaches and tides of the sea as grey, cold spring of New York vanished behind them.

It was a grey, cold day in spring. As the bus left New York City, these young were thinking about what they would enjoy in Florida- the golden beaches and tides of the sea.

   to dream of/about (doing) sth.: to imagine and think about sth. that you would like to happen.

4. Vingo was on the bus from the beginning

  from the beginning: in the front of

5. He sat in front of the young people, his dusty face masking his age, dressed on a plain brown suit that did not fit him.

  He sat in front of the young people. You could hardly tell how old he was because his face was covered with dust.

  dressed in a …: the p.p. phrase is used to tell the reader more about the subject of the sentence “he”.

  to fit (sb.): to be the right shape or size for sb.

6. He sat in complete silence and seemed completely unaware of the existence of the others.

He sat without saying anything as if he did not know there were other people around.

unaware of sth. not knowing or realizing that sth. is happening or that sth. exists.

7. Deep into the night, the bus pulled into a Howard Johnson’s restaurant and everybody got off the bus except Vingo.

Late at night the bus stooped at one of the Howard Johnson fast food chain restaurants. Every passenger on the bus got off to eat but Vingo didn’t.

pulled into: (of a train or bus) to enter a station and stop

Howard Johnson’s: A fast food restaurant chain in the United States, similar to McDonald’s

8. The young people began to wonder about him.

The young people wanted to know something about him.

9.  … one of the girls became so curious that she decided to engage him in a conversation.

… one of the girls became very interested in Vingo, and she decided to get him to talk.

to engage sb. in conversation.: to start talking to sb. and involve him/her in a conversation

to engage sb. in sth.: to make sb. take part in sth.

10. You going that far?

Are you going as far as Florida? (in conversation, elliptical sentences are often used. Here “are” is omitted.)

11. Want some wine?

Do you want some wine?

12. He thanked her and retreated again into silence.
After thanking her for wine, he again became silent.

13. … as Vingo nodded in sleep.:… as Vingo fell asleep.

介词“in” 经常用来表示状态。

The main idea of the first part(para.1-4)

The introduction of the setting( time: spring;  place: a bus from New York to Florida)and the characters(Vingo and the young people) 

14. The girl insisted that he join them.

to insisted that sb. do sth. or sth. be done: to demand that sth. should happen and refuse to let anyone say no.

15. I understand if you can’t stay married to me. 

If you want to divorce me, I’ll understand--- you have every reason to do so.

16. Get a new guy---she’s a wonderful woman, really something---and forget about me.

The part of the sentence put in between the two dashes is added to the speech for Vingo to give his opinion of his wife. This part is called a parenthesis.

really something: (she is)really a special woman.

17. I told her didn’t have to write to me or anything, and she didn’t. Not for three-and-a-half years.

I told her she didn’t have to write to me or keep in touch with me in any other way. And she didn’t. I didn’t hear from her or about her for three and a half years when I was in jail.

or anything: (spoken) or anything of a similar type.诸如此类的。

18. And you’re going home now, not knowing?

And so you’re going home without knowing whether your wife has another man or whether she would accept you?

19… when I was sure the parole was coming through I wrote her again.

  … when I knew for sure that I would be released on parole I wrote her a letter again.

  parole: permission for early release that is given to a prisoner before the end of his sentence on condition that he behaves well.

  to come through: to arrive

20.If she didn’t want me, forget it, no ribbon and I’d understand and keep going on through.

  If she couldn’t forgive me, she shouldn’t bother about the ribbon, and I would understand her feelings and wouldn’t get off the bus when it reached the town.

  forget it: (spoken) used to tell sb. that something is not important and that he/she shouldn’t worry about it.

  no ribbon: There would be no ribbon.

The main idea of the second part(para5-9)

   as the plot develops. We learn where Vingo was going and what for, and how the young peple got interested in what was going to happen.

21. …soon all of them were caught up in the approach of Brunswick, looking at the pictures Vingo showed them of his wife and three children.

  …all the young people became excited and deeply interested in Vingo’s story and in what was going to happen at Brunawick.

  to be caught up (in sth.): to become involved, excited and interested in sth.
22. Vingo stopped looking, tightening his face into the ex-con’s mask, as if fortifying himself against still another disappointment.

  Vingo moved his eyes away from the window, and his face again became expressionless as if he was trying to find the courage to face another possible blow, another disappointment in his life.

  the ex-con’s mask: the expression of a former prisoner trying to hide his true feelings

  to fortify oneself (against sb./sth,): to make oneself feel stronger or braver

23. to make one’s way to: to move or get somewhere

   The main idea of the last part:

   The conclusion of the story: Vingo was forgiven and welcomed home.

Step VI. Themes discussion.

Discuss the following questions and let the students answer them to practice their speaking skills.

1. What message can we get from the story, what lesson do you think the young people can learn from Vingo’s story?

2. Do you agree the yellow ribbon is a symbol? What does it symbolize? What did it mean to Vingo?

StepVII. Exercise and Grammar

 Past continuous. 过去进行时表示过去的某一时间正在做的动作。

 构成：was/were+现在分词

Step VIII. Lesson quiz 

   Quiz on the new words      

Step Ⅸ. Homework

   Try and make up a story that finally led to what the text described.
 Lesson Three  Message of the Land
Teaching Aims:      

1、New words and expressions
2、The structure and main idea of the text
3、The writing device of the text
Teaching Difficulties:
1、 Some idiomatic expressions in the text.
   2、 Grammar points in Para 1-4
Teaching Approaches: 

1、Discussion

2、Group work and role playing
Teaching Time:330mins
Teaching Procedures:          
Step I. Warm-up exercise(questions related to the text)

1. If you were born in the countryside, would you stay in your hometown and or leave for big cities in the future. And how do you like countryside?

2. If you were brought up in the countryside, would your parents hope you go outside and seek your fortune?

3. Does generation gap exist between you and your parents?

StepⅡ. Introduction to the text and author introduction (p54)

   Our present text is an essay in a very broad sense of the word, for it is written down by the writer who interviewed a farmer and his wife. Since the end of World WarⅡit has become popular for writers to interview people, record what they say and, after some, not too much, editing, publish these people’s stories in book form.

   The style of such “writing” is colloquial. The language is straightforward. The sentences are generally short. When we read the text, we feel as if we were sitting face to face with the couple, listening to their stories and experiences, sharing their joys and sorrows.

Step Ⅲ. Answer the questions and grasp the main idea of the text.

1. How did the woman get her land?

2. Where are her children? What do we know about them?

3. What changes have taken place in their village in recent years?

4. What’s the woman’s philosophy of life/view of life?

5. What is the farmer’s philosophy of life?

6. What is the message of the land?

7. The text tells about what?

Step Ⅳ. New words learning with phonetic help.

Step Ⅴ.Detailed Discussion of the text

Paragraph1:

1. to belong to sb. : to be owned by sb.

e.g. This computer belongs to my roommate, Wang Lin.

Who does the beeper belong to?

2. it was I who stayed with my parents till they died.

Learn how to use the emphatic form “it is /was….that/who…”

e.g. It was my sister who went to teach in a village school upon graduation.

3. My husband moved into our house as is the way with us in Esarn.

When we got married my husband came to live in our house. It was the tradition here in Esarn that the bridegroom should come to live with the bride’s family.

“ as” here introduces a non-restrictive attributive clause.

e.g. As is known to all, Taiwan belongs to China.

4. The rest, two boys and two girls, went away as soon as we could afford to buy jeans for them.

: Our other children—two boys and two girls left as soon as we had the money to buy them jeans.

The rest of sth.: the remaining people or things; the others, 

e.g. Three tall boys were asked to clean the windows; the rest of the class were to sweep the floor and clean the desks.

To afford sth./ to do sth.: to have enough money to buy or to do sth., 

e.g. Quite a lot of Chinese families can afford cars.

   At the moment I can’t afford a trip to Europe.

Paragraph2

1. They come home to see us now and then, stay a few days, and then they are off again.

: They come home to see us from time to time, stay with us for a few days, and then leave again.

(every) now and then: from time to time; now and again; occasionally

be off: be away from a place,

e.g. My father is off to Russia next week.

2. …and tell us that they are doing well. I know this is not always true.

:…although they always tell us that everything is fine with them, I know they also have difficulties and problems. They just do not tell us because they do not want us to worry.

3…..it is like a knife piercing my heart.

: when I hear about their hardship, I feel very bad.

Here a figure of speech is used.(simile)

4.It’s easier for my husband. He has ears which don’t hear, a mouth which doesn’t speak, and eyes that don’t see.

: News about my children’s problems doesn’t make my husband as sad. He doesn’t bother about what is happening around us and to our children. He never says anything about them.

5. He has always been patient and silent, minding his own life.

: he is always been patient and talks little. He just does his duty and carries on his life.

Paragraph3

1. All of them remain my children in spite of their long absence.

:though they are often away for a long time, I love and care about them as always because they are my children.

in spite of sth.: although sth. is true.

e.g. The children went out to play in spite of the cold.

   In spite of his age, my grandpa lives an active life.

2. Our piece of land is small, and it is no longer fertile, bleeding year after year, and like us , getting old and exhausted.

: Our land is getting poorer with each passing year, like us who are getting old, weak and tired.( simile)

3. ..but in a bad year, it’s not only the ploughs that break but our hearts too.

: but when there is a drought, the land is so hard that the ploughs break. And we become very ,very sad.

Note: In paragraphs1 to 3, the woman briefly tells us about each member of her family and how all her children left.

Paragraph4

1. Only ten years ago, you could barter for things, but now it’s all cash.

: Just ten years ago, we could exchange on thing for another, but today we have to use money to get everything we need. 

2. Men used to make things with fine bamboo pieces, but no longer.

: in the past men made fine bamboo crafts but they no longer do that.

Used to do sth…. But no longer…: this expression is often used to show a change.

 E.g. They used to come and see their parents every week, but no longer.

3. Shops have sprung up, filled with colorful plastic things and goods we have no use for.

: Shops have suddenly appeared in the villages. They are filled with attractive plastic things and goods. But these are things we don’t need.

to spring up: to appear or develop quickly and suddenly.

e.g. A great number of skyscrapers have sprung up.

   The buds have sprung up.

to be filled with sth: to be made full of sth.

e.g. The girl’s room is filled with playthings.

to have no use for sth.: to not need sth.

e.g Our children are all gone, we have no use for this big house.

4. These rough fingers and toes are for working in the mud of our rice fields not for looking pretty.

: what is the good of painting the nails of my fingers and toes? Their place is in the paddy fields where I work, so there is no point of making them look pretty.

4. In my day, if I were to put on a pair of trousers like they do now, lighting would strike me.

: When I was young, I surely would be punished by God if I ever wore the kind of trousers they wear today.

This means that in those days it was considered very improper for girls to wear such trousers. In some Asian countries, to be struck dead by lightning believed to be a punishment by God.

in sb.’s day: when sb. was young

Paragrah5

1…..but certain things should not change.

: but we shouldn’t abandon/ give up certain things, for example, our duty to our parents, our religious beliefs, our sympathy for others, etc.

2.Young people tend to leave these things to old people now, and that’s a shame.

: it’s shameful that young people don’t do these things, thinking that they are only for the old.

to tend to do sth.: to be likely to do sth.

e.g. He tends to pitch the ball too high.

Paragrah6

1. Why, only the other day I heard a boy shout and scream at his mother.

: recently, I heard a boy shout (or yell) rudely at his mother.

“why” here used as a n exclamation to express the speaker’s surprise, impatience, hesitation, approval, and disapproval, etc.

e.g. Why, what a bruise you have got! (surprise)

Why, of course, I’ll do it.(approval)

to shout at sb.: to speak loudly, often angrily to sb.

e.g. He often shouted at his wife, and this upset her.

Cf. to shout to sb.: to speak loudly,

e.g. Tom shouted to Jack to pass him the ball.

2. If that kind of thing had happened when I was young, the whole village would have condemned such an ungrateful son, and his father would surely have given him a good beating.

Here used an unreal conditional clauses.

e.g. If I had worked harder, I would have passed the exam.

   If you had come 5 minutes earlier, you would have caught the train.

Paragrah7

1. As for me, I wouldn’t change, couldn’t change even if I wanted to.

: I don’t think I would change like that, and it would be impossible for me to change even if I wanted to. (this implies that it isn’t easy to change her ways and her beliefs of a lifetime.)

As for sb. /sth. : used when you start to talk about something new that is connected with what you have been talking about.

e.g. Xiao Wang is now teaching at a middle school; as for Xiao Li, she’s doing a Ph.D. at Peking University.

   Labor is cheap. Land is also available. As for money, we can borrow from the bank.

Even if: in spite of the fact or belief that

e.g. Even if I had the money, I wouldn’t buy a thing like that.

   I’ll go even if no one else does.

2. This question has never occurred to me.

: I’ve never asked myself/thought about the question---whether or not I am happy.

e.g.  A happy thought occurred to me when I was surfing the internet.

3. Yes, this bag of bones dressed in rags can still plant and reap rice from morning till dusk.

: it’s true I’m not strong and my clothes are full of holes, but I can still work in the rice fields all day. ( so a person’s worth does not lie in his/her appearance but in the strength within.)

A bag of bones: a very thin person,

e.g. After her illness, she became a bag of bones.

4. Disease, wounds, hardship and scarcity have always been part of my life. I don’t complain.

: all my life I have suffered from disease, wounds, hardship and shortage, and I’ve become used to them. I don’t complain because I know such is life. Life is always a fierce struggle.

Note: in paragrphs4-7, tells us the changes that she finds she can’t adjust to.

Paragraph8 

1. My eyes do see- they see more than they should . my ears do here—they hear more than is good for me.

: I’m not what my wife says I am. I do see and hear---I see and hear too much evil, too many ugly and terrible things, things that I wish I didn’t have to see and hear. And this is not good for me.

2. I don’t talk about what I know because I know too much. I know for example, greed, anger, and lust are the root of all evils.

: I’m silent because I don’t want to talk about what know—I know all evils and their root.

Paragraph10

1. I know every inch of it.

: I know our land thoroughly /inside out.

2. Still the land could not tie them down or call them back

: My children grew up and had happy days on this land. But this couldn’t prevent them from leaving or make them return.

to tie sb. down.: to restrict sb.’s freedom

e.g. He is not in a hurry to get married; he doesn’t want to get tied down.

3. When each of them has a pair of jeans, they are off like birds on the wing.

: As soon as they have the chance, they just go away.(the jeans here serve as a symbol.)

Paragraph11

1. It’s good to smell the scent of ripening rice in November. The soft cool breeze moves the sheaves, which ripple and shimmer like waves of gold.

: the ripening rice is so pleasant to smell in November. In the soft cool breeze, the sheaves move and shine in the sun like a golden sea.

2. …so that I can pass on the land’s secret messages to them.

: so that I can tell them what this land means to us, it is our history, our culture, our tradition and our life.

Note: in paragraphs8-11 the farmer’s speech is shorter but touches something deeper—what he thinks are the roots of all evils. He also tells us what joys he finds in life and in farming.

StepⅥ. Exercise and grammar

StepⅦ. Themes discussion and lesson quiz

.What is the message of the land in the old couple’s mind? What do you think of the message?
StepⅧ. Homework
Imitate an interview of the old couple.
           Lesson Four  The Boy and the Bank Officer
Teaching Aims:      

1、New words and expressions
2、The structure and main idea of the text
3、The writing device of the text
Teaching Difficulties:
1、 Some idiomatic expressions in the text.
   2、 Grammar points in the text.
3、 Reading for implied information

Teaching Approaches: 

1、Discussion

2、Group work and role playing
Teaching Time: 330mins
Teaching Procedures:          
StepⅠ. Warm-up exercise

1. What is the function of a bank?

2. What words and expressions do you know that are related to the bank and its service?

Such as: branch office, a bank officer, a bank teller, deposits, withdrawals, to open an account, to close an account, to settle an account, a balance of $100, a checking account/a current account, a savings account/deposit account, bankbook, deposit (one’s) money/put money in the bank, withdraw money/take money out

StepⅡ. Introduction to the text

1.Modern societies cannot do without banks. Banks keep, lend and issue money as well as offer many other financial services. They also help to regulate the economy with changes in interest rate and in money supply. However, traditionally, poor people and people who sympathize with them have regarded bands as evil, as enemies of the poor. Such suspicions and misgivings obviously still linger on. This article seems to prove that the prejudices of people like the author are ungrounded.

2.The author’s friend hates banks, saying that they act like churches. And the author obviously shares his friend’s view. What they are trying to say here perhaps is that the bank is just an ordinary store; it must not act as of it represents Almighty God; it has no right to tell people what to do and what not to do .

Step Ⅲ. Answer the questions and grasp the main idea of the text.

1. Why did the author go to the bank one day?

2. What was his first impression of the bank?

3. Could you describe what happened to the boy and the author at the bank?

4. Why did the officer refuse to let the boy withdraw his own money?

5. What is the ending of the story?

6. Who really represented the boy’s interest?

Step Ⅳ. New words learning with phonetic help.

Step Ⅴ. Detailed Discussion of the text

1. passion: a strong feeling or emotion

2. happen to do/to be: to do /to be sth. by chance

eg. I happened to know something about medicine, so he could not fool me. 

  When the fire broke out, I happened to be passing by.

3. in the first place: used to introduce a series of points in an argument or to talk about what should have been done.

e.g. I didn’t go because I didn’t have time in the first place.( in the second place, I was not feeling very well.)

 ----- I didn’t know the quality was so poor.

----- You shouldn’t have bought it in the first place.

4. The word “church” has certain associations. People usually think of it as the spokesman of God. as a powerful organization that controls your life and can interfere in your lives. Therefore the author thinks it is ridiculous for banks to act like churches.

wallet (for men)      purse (women)

5. overlighted: too brightly-lit having too much light.

branch office     head office

6. preparatory school: AmE a private school that prepares students for college.   Prep

7. hold my attention: to keep my attention

to pay attention, to give attention, to draw attention, to catch attention , to attract attention, to give attention, to have attention

8. because of (ask students to turn “ because of” into because in the following sentences:

He prefers to live in warm places because of his poor health.

Many people there can’t even find enough water to drink because of pollution.

9. (not) to be allowed to do sth

e.g. Was the boy allowed to deposit money in the bank?

10. his voice breaking: with his voice breaking

11. Now if you will excuse me.

This expression is used when one wants to go back to one’s work, or to attend to other customers, or just to end the conversation.

12. I didn’t think twice: I didn’t think very carefully.(before I said…..)

e.g. Next time you must think twice before you decide.

   This will teach her a lesson. Now she will think twice before she borrows money..

13. I was going to open an account…..

Pay attention to the tense used here. The sentence means “ I originally planned to open an account, but now I’ve changed my mind.”

14. And since there doesn’t seem to be any question as to whether it’s money…. The bank’s so-called policy is ridiculous.

“since” is used here to give the reason for something

e.g. Since you already know, let me tell you the whole story.

   Since you are all here, let’s discuss it now.

as to (whether, who, which, etc.): (1)concerning

e.g. I can’t decide as to when we should start.

It is still unclear as to who this car belongs to.

                       (2)according/ in accordance with

e.g. correctly placed as to size and colour.

15. have no choice but to ….

e.g . He had no choice but to leave the company.

    We have no choice but to continue our reform.

Cf. have nothing to do but do….

16. I had my opening: I found a good chance to do or to say sth.

 (1) opportunity (2) position (in a business) which is open or vacant

17. I moved in for the bill: I began to prepare to kill, destroy or defeat my enemy.

The author was using this exaggerated expression for a humorous effect. What he meant was that he thought now he had a strong argument to silence the bank officer.

18. How do you explain that away? What can you say to get out of this ridiculous logic?

To explain away: to tell people why you did something or what sth .happened in order to make it seem less important or not your fault.

e.g. This time, they found it more difficult to explain away the economic failure.

19. I zeroed in on the officer

Originally, “ to zero in on sb” means “ to aim a gun at a target” The author uses this exaggerated expression for humor.

zero in on : fix attention on 

20. rear wheels: rear lamps rear mirror

21. shouldn’t have done 

You shouldn’t have been so careless.  I shouldn’t have told him.

22. “ Damn well” is used here to emphasize how sure or determined one is about sth

23. And who might that be?

This is a humorous way to ask politely for information. But here it is meant to be sarcastic.

24. some neighborhood bully

A bully is a person who uses his strength or power to frighten or hurt someone who is weaker.

25. …has been shaking the boy down…

…has been getting money from the boy by using threats.

26. not that I ever heard of 

: I have never heard of such rules.

Step Ⅵ. Exercises and grammar
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Cf. possibly: means in accordance with what is possible

          Perhaps

  Probably: means most likely

Cf. fit: emphasizes the size

   suit: not only in size but in colour and fashion style

cf. each: emphasizes individual and one of the two , used as a pronoun 

       each of 

   every: emphasizes something in common and one of the two or more 

        only used as attribute

Step Ⅶ. Themes discussion and lesson quiz

This is basically an interesting anecdote with an unexpected ending. Don’t try to read too much into it morally. For oral practice, students are advised to turn the story into a short play and act it out.
Step Ⅷ. Homework

Recite paragraph 1-6

Lesson 5 Angels on a Pin
Teaching Aims:      

1、New words and expressions
2、The structure and main idea of the text
3、The writing device of the text
Teaching Difficulties:
1、 Some idiomatic expressions in the text.
   2、 Grammar point in the text.
Teaching Approaches: 

1、Discussion

2、Group work and role playing
Teaching Time:  280mins
Teaching Procedures:          
StepⅠ. Warm-up exercise

1, what is the barometer? How to determine the height of a tall building with the aid of a barometer in physics way?

StepⅡ.

1, Introduction to the text:

This article was written at a time when the whole of the United States

 Was thrown into a panic over the launching of the first satellite(Sputnik,

 1957)by the Russians, because this seemed to prove that the former soviet Union had left the US far behind in science and technology. Many Americans believed that there must be something seriously wrong with their educational system.

 2, Title Discussion

How do you understand the title Angels on a Pin? What does the “ angels” here refer to? 

StepⅢ. Answer the questions and grasp the main idea of the text.

 1, Who is Jim?

 2, Why did he call author?

 3,How did the student answer the question?

 4,How did the author propose to settle the matter?

5,What was the answer the student gave finally?

6,How did the author score the student?

7, What other answers could the student give to the question? Do you think he was serous?

StepⅣ. New Words

1, calculate-calculation(计算/考虑)- calculator(计算者，计算机)

2，competence-competent

3, creative-create-creation

4, deserve   razor   buzzing   /z/

  Raids    cabs    laws

5, educational—education—educate (attention: the changing of stressed syllable) 

6, instructor—instruct(教，教授 v)—instruction

7, panic    bat      and     marry    /œ/

          bet      end     merry    /e/

8, referee   /ee—er/   active--passive

         Employer(雇主)—employee（雇员）

         trainer—trainee

9, stopwatch  /p/有口型没发音

        redcoat      shortcut    grandmother

        look sad     speak to    start working

Ⅴ. Detailed discussion of the text:

Section 1   para 1 

main idea:  how the author was asked to deal with the case.

 1, some time (some means “a considerable quantity or number of”  eg: some miles ;some distance)

   sometime (at some time)于某时，在某一时间

   sometimes (now and then)

2, to receive a call:

  To make a call

  To have a call 

  To answer a call, 

  To give sb a call

3, Some time ago, I received a call from Jim, a colleague of mine, who teaches physics.(attributive clauses)

  Eg:

   The man who spoke at the party was our Dean.

4, do him a favor (be kind enough to help him)
  Eg:

  Can you do me a favor and bring me a cup of coffee?

  I have a favor to ask of you.

5, He told me that he was about to give a student a zero for his answer to a physics question. 

  Be about to (will do /will happen very soon)

Eg:

 Will everybody get seated please? The meeting is about to begin

 I was just about to go to sleep when the telephone rang.

 You are right, I was just about to say the same thing.

6, He insisted that he deserved a perfect score if the system were not set up against students…

① To insist(that): to say firmly and repeatedly that something is true although other people may not agree.
Eg:
 I said he probably remembered wrong. But he insisted that he had seen her before.

 I feel all right, but the doctor insists that I am running a fever.

Insist: “ to demand that sth.shoud happen and refuse to let anyone say no”

Eg

 My mother insisted that I should have more exercises.

 The US government insisted that Japan should open up its market.

② perfect score: full score

③ set up     set up a post/statue      set up a tribunal(法庭)

④…were… 虚拟语气表示非真实条件或让步

  Eg:

  If I were you, I should wait till next week.

  If it were to rain, the game would be put off.

He spoke to me as if I were deaf.

7, impartial: fair; not giving special favor or support to any side,

e.g

 Laws must be impartial. they should not favor any individuals.

 We must give impartial treatment to all our business partners.

Section 2   para2-3

Main idea: how the author settle the matter

8, Show how it is possible to determine the height of a tall building with the aid of a barometer.
① with the aid of : with the help of ;using

9, we must admit the student really had a pretty strong case for full credit…

① to admit:   to admit sth (defeat, murder.)

             To admit to doing sth.

             To admit (that)

② case: reason or argument

③ credit: here praise that you give to people for sth. They have done

10, on the other hand (on one hand…on the other hand )

e.g

 on one hand, we need freedom; on the other hand we also need discipline.

11. a high grade is supposed to prove competence in the course,..

 ①grade: mark/scores    a good grade

②to be supposed to do: to be intended to do

  This medicine is supposed to be good for your hear, but to my surprise it has no effects on your heart.

11, suggest

 Suggest sth(to sb)/suggest(to sb)that/suggest doing sth

 e.g

 I suggested a visit.

 I suggested going home/that we should go home.

Section 3  para4-5

Main idea: how the student answer the question during his second attempt.

12, but I warned him that…
 ① to warn sb about sth

  I warned her about the weather

 ②to warn sb not to do sth

  She warned me not to catch cold

③ to warn sb that…

 I warned you that you had to hurry.

④ to warn sb of sth/against sth

 I warned her of the dange.

Scientists warned the government against that policy.

13,he appeared to be thinking hard.

 ①appeared : seemed

 ②to be thinking (non-finite here means continuous)

She had no need to be worrying

14, I asked him if he wished to give up,…

 ①In the following sentences “whether” cannot be replaced by “if” 

 He didn’t know whether he should go or not(  or)

 I didn’t know whether to laugh of cry. (to)

 It depends on whether we have time(after prepositions)

② give up    give in(to sb)

 I give up smoking.

 He has given in to my views (accept my opinion)

15,I excused myself for interrupting him and asked him to go on

 Excuse (for) 原谅

 Please excuse my coming late/me for being late

16，dash off: wrote down quickly

17, lean

 Lean backwards    向后倾

 Lean out of a window  斜伸出窗外

 Trees that lean over in the wind  被风吹斜的树

18, at this point: at this place or moment

Section 4  Para 6-12

Main idea:  the other answers the student give to the question?

Para6  what is the first method ?

19, the beauty of this method is that…(the advantage of)

The beauty of this project is that is doesn’t cause any pollution.

Para7-8  what is the second method?

20, As you climb the stairs, you mark off the length of the barometer along with the wall.

① as here means while or when.

 She sang as she walked.

 As I open the door, I saw our cat playing with my computer.

② mark off : put marks on 加标志于某物(以示界限,测量等)

Para9  what is the third method?

21,prefer

 ①to prefer…to…

I prefer fish to meat

② to prefer to do sth,  to do 表示特定或具体动作

to prefer doing sth  doing 表示一般行为

I preferred to work in shanghai

Shall we go to the Summer Palace?

I prefer going to the Summer Palace

22, sophisticated: more advanced and complicated

 Sophisticated machines/weapons/equipment

23, to swing: to make sth move backwards and forwards hanging from a fixed point.

24, the height of the building can in principle be worked out

①in principle:generally

 I think you are right in principle

②to work out: to calculate 

 We’ll have to work out how many people are needed.

Para 10 what is the forth method?

25,to conclude: to come or bring to an end.

 Before I conclude my speech, I’d like to quote a famous writer.

26 while there are…

 While:though, to show partly agree or accept.

  While city life has many attractions, it also has some problems

27as follows

  The reasons he gave were as follows(A,B,and C)

28, to be fed up with: to have too much of

Ⅵ. Exercises.

Page 114  exercise 5

1 to agree on       to agree to     to agree with

  To agree to :say “ yes” consent

  Mary’s father has agreed to her marrying John

 He agreed to my proposal.

To agree on: be of the same opinion (to agree with sb on/about sth)

 We all agreed on the terms

 We agreed on an early start.

To agree with: suit

  The climate doesn’t agree with me.

2, to bring about   to bring down  to bring in    to bring up

To bring about: cause to happen

 Bring about a war/reforms/sb’s ruin

To bring down: cause to fall/continue up to

 bring down a hostile aircraft

 bring down prices

to bring in: yield/introduce

  his orchards bring in $200 a year.

  Bring in a new fashion/a new topic

  Bring in a Bill on road safety.

To bring up: educate; rear/vomit/call attention to 

 She has brought up five children

3, to give back   to give in   to give off    to give out   to give up

 To give back: restore; return

  Give a thing back to its rightful owner

  Give a man back his liberty.

To give off: emit, send out

  Gives off the smoke

To give out: come to an end ; be exhausted

  Our food supplies began to give out.

StepⅦ. Themes discussion and lesson quiz.

 1, What do you think of the existing testing and examination system in China?

 Dictation:   para9

StepⅧ. Homework
Recite Para 9
 Lesson  Seven    Mandela’s  Garden
Teaching Aims:      

1、New words and expressions
2、The structure and main idea of the text
3、The writing device of the text
Teaching Difficulties:
1、 Some idiomatic expressions in the text.
   2、 Grammar point used in the text
Teaching Approaches: 

1、Discussion

2、Group work and role playing
Teaching Time:  330mins
Teaching Procedures:          
StepⅠ.Warm-up exercise
Let students work in groups to talk about what they have known about Nelson Mandela.

StepⅡ. Introduction to the text

Nelson Mandela (1918- ) has long been a legendary figure. His struggle against the apartheid (racial segregation) in South Africa and his twenty-eight-year-long imprisonment has made him a symbol of political courage. The present text is taken from his autobiography. This a piece of writing in which narrations and descriptions of feelings are very naturally combined. Mandela came from aristocratic background and is very well-educated. The language he uses here is quite formal and therefore not easy to imitate at this stage.

I. Answer the questions and grasp the main idea of the text.

a) What was life like for Mandela in prison before 1977?

b) How did Mandela survive in prison?

c) How did Mandela get a permission to start a garden?

d) Can you describe Mandela’s gardening experience?

e) Why was gardening so important for Mandela?

StepⅢ. New words learning with phonetic help. 

StepⅣ.  Detailed discussion of the text:

1. Language knowledge for study

1) the authorities: the people in charge. Here it refers to the prison authorities. There are also police authorities, school authorities, government authorities, etc.

2) “section” here refers to the part of prison where Mandela stayed. More examples: shopping section, residential section.

3) liberate: vt (from)  set free   For example: liberate slaves 

liberate the mind from prejudice

Ask students to express the same idea using the past participle of the same verb:

He found the end of manual labor liberating. He felt liberated.

I found Dickens’s novel very interesting. I was _______.

The news was very disappointing. I felt terribly _______.

The result was a bit surprising. Everybody was _______.

The whole experience was exciting. We all got extremely ____.

4) to spend time doing sth :

Drill students in this:

-----How did Mandela spend his time in prison?

-----He spent most of his time reading (preparing legal documents, etc.).

Substitutes:

How did you spend last Sunday?/ What did you do last night?/ What does your father do now that he is retired?/ What does a secretary do in a company?

5) favorite: best liked

 “favorite” can be used both as an adjective and as a noun,e.g.

 Who is your favorite writer?

This is my favorite song.

His second daughter was her grandma’s favorite.

6) pursue: v

pursuing a robber/ bear   pursue a career/research/studies/hobbies 

pursue pleasure

7) to take satisfaction in (doing) sth: to learn to enjoy (doing) sth.

Examples:

She took great satisfaction in helping others.

He used to take satisfaction in making fun of others. Now he knows better.

8) More examples of “be empty of”:

The restaurant was almost empty of customers.

The street was empty of traffic.

9) More examples of “ at heart”:

People say that he is a cowboy at heart.

Even at the age of eighty, many still said that he was a child at heart.

10) to regret doing sth: to regret that you have done sth.

More examples:

I never regretted choosing her as my partner.

Some day, you’ll regret making this hasty decision.

11) to provide sb with sth./ to provide sth for sb :

More examples: 

The school provides students with many elective courses.

This hospital provides 500 beds for patients.

Is it true that free lunch is provided for your staff?

12) “Neither…nor” is used when two facts, states or actions,etc. are mentioned and both are not true or not possible.

More examples:

The film was neither interesting nor cheap.

She had neither the desire nor courage to try it.

He did it neither for money nor for fame.

Neither my brother nor I am interested.

13) through trial and error: by trial and error

If you do something by trial and error, you test many different methods in order to find the best.

More examples: 

We have found a solution through trial and error.

They changed their policies through trial and error.

14) for a time: for a fairly short time(until something happens to change the situation)

More examples:

For a time he worked at a coal mine. Then he decided to go to college.

For a time, I didn’t know what the trouble was, but then I realized.

15) enduring satisfaction: lasting satisfaction

More examples of “enduring” :

Great stories have enduring charm.

The enduring friendship between us is the result of great efforts by many people in our countries.

16) sense: feeling, e.g. the sense of touch (taste, smell, hearing, sight, etc.)

More examples: 

For a time, he was overcome with a sense of despair.

She still had a sense of being useful, which was good for her health.

Too many electronic products give you an unpleasant sense of being their slave.

17) at great length: for a long time

Examples:

 We discussed this problems at great length.

 She explained her plan at some length at the meeting. 

2. Meaning of paragraphs

This article can be divided into two parts. The first part(para.1-8) describes his gardening experience. It shows how Mandela takes this hobby as a survival strategy. The gardening gives him satisfaction, offers a taste of freedom, and makes him strong physically and mentally. It is a way to defy the enemy’s attempt to crush him spiritually. The second part(para.9-the end) goes further to explain the significance of his gardening experience, which has become a metaphor and gives him inspiration on how to be a good revolutionary leader and how to nourish important human relationship (specifically with his wife). 

StepⅤ.Exercise and grammar

Vocabulary

Exercise 1 3)   Exercise 4, 7

Grammar

Exercise 1 2)  Exercise 3, 6

StepⅥ.Themes discussion 

Questions:

1. What kind of person do you think Nelson Mandela is?

2. What can you learn from the text?

StepⅦ. Lesson quiz 

Dictate the idiomatic expressions from the text.  
StepⅧ.Homework

Recite Para 8
        Lesson  Eight     My Personal Manager
Teaching Aims:      

1、New words and expressions
2、The structure and main idea of the text
3、The writing device of the text
Teaching Difficulties:
1、 Some idiomatic expressions in the text.
   2、 Grammar point used in the text

Teaching Approaches: 

1、Discussion

2、Group work and role playing
Teaching Time:  330mins
Teaching Procedures:    
Step I. Warm-up exercise

Have students tell and discuss their own problems in their life and with  their studies and ways to resolve them.

Step II. Title Discussion
Have students discuss the meanings of the title and what they can think of from the title.

Step III. Answer the questions and grasp the main idea of the text.

1. Who was Karen? What kind of a girl was she?

2. Who was Carlos? What kind of a boy was he?

3. How did Karen meet Carlos for the first time?

4. How did Karen get to know Carlos better?

5. How did Carlos offer to be Karen’s personal manager?

6. How did Carlos change Karen’s life?

Step IV. New words learning with phonetic help.

Step V. Detailed discussion of the text:

1. Language knowledge for study

1) It’s funny you should say that.

“should” here is used to show an opinion or feeling.

More examples:

It’s strange that she should refuse this order.

It’s natural that he should be angry.

2) I would never have believed….

“would” is used to show what is likely or possible.

More examples:

I would have come if I had not been sick.

He would have died if his brother had not given him a kidney.

She would never have become a writer if she had not had those unusual experiences.

3) aware of: knowing sth. or sb. Existing

More examples: 

I think he is quite aware of the problems. The thing is he may not have the courage to solve them.

At that time people were not yet aware of the importance of environment.

4) ….why I considered Reed my friend: …why I regarded Reed as my friend. / …why I viewed Reed as my friend.

Drill this pattern:

----What do you think of Li Hua?

----I consider her the best student in our class.

Substitutes:

What do you think of the English language?

What do you think of Mark Twain?

What do you think of China’s decision to develop the western areas?

5) …a good two inches taller than I.

Here “a good” is used before expressions of measurement or quantity, meaning “rather more than”.

More examples:

She is a good ten years younger than he is.

The nearest station was a good five miles away.

6) to have sth. in common: to be similar or the same in some way

More examples:

They have one thing in common. They are both mad about music.

People have one thing in common. They are all different.

7) Reed Harrington was voted president.

Drill this pattern through questions and answers:

Who was voted president of the US?

Who was elected monitor?

Who was appointed China’s ambassador to Japan?

8) point blank

If you say or refuse something point-blank, you do it directly and without trying to explain your reasons. 

More examples:

He told me point-blank that he would not go.

I thought she would at least consider my offer. I did not expect her to refuse point-blank.

9) Of course I mind being short.

“mind” usually takes a gerund for its object.

More examples:

Some old people do not mind being poor, but they do mind being lonely.

Do you mind turning down your radio?

10) I might have known I couldn’t get a sensible answer from you.

“I might have known(guessed)” is used to say that one is not surprised at a situation.

More examples:

I might have known that you would say no.

I might have known that you would come to me with an excuse.

11) to make the best use of it: to use an opportunity as successfully as possible.

More examples:

We do not have much land, so we must make the best use of it.

Japan is poor in natural resources. Therefore it tries to make the best of its human resources.

12) No way.

It is used to say that you will definitely not do something.

More examples:

Shall we write off their debt? No way!

You can’t take these books out of the library. No way!

13) to go through with it: to do it as I promised although I really do not want to do it.

More examples:

I know it is too late to back out. I will have to go through with it.

I begged her to do me a favor and pretend to be my girlfriend. She 

agreed but said that she wasn’t sure she could go through with it.

14) “now (that)” is often used to mean “because of the fact(that)”. 

Here, however, it implied a change from the original intention or opinion.

More examples:

Now that I had a chance to speak to her alone, I didn’t know what to say.

I always thought money could solve my problem. Now that I’m rich, still don’t feel happy.

Step VI. Exercise and grammar

Vocabulary

Exercise 1, 2, 5, 6, 7

Grammar

Exercise 1,4

Step VII. Themes discussion 

Question:

How do you think Karen will choose between Reed Harrington and Carlos as her boyfriend? Why do you think so?

Step VIII. Lesson quiz                                  

Dictate the idiomatic expressions from the text.  

StepⅨ. Homework
Recite Para 10

	


Eg: begin, like, love start
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